Art and the Holocaust

Artwork Looted, Relocated or Lost During WWiII



Adolf Hitler was an art student who did
not get an opportunity to follow his
passion. Therefore, he made it a goal to
develop his own museum. Throughout
WWII he sought out artwork from the
communities Germany invaded to
include in his personal museum.

The Monuments Men were a division of
Allied Soldiers who worked to protect
Europe's Monuments and Masterpieces.

One of the first attempts to acquire art
began in 1939 with the blitzkrieg of
Poland



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.monumentsmen.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/MM-Book-3D.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.monumentsmen.com/blog/category/restitutions/&usg=__LwMrJQY3oF9YdK9UhEmkisc3L8U=&h=456&w=300&sz=100&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=8D3De1WgxPOjFM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=99&ei=uXVHTf2ZJ4GWsgOC6_DiAQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMonuments%2BMen%26hl%3Den%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=248&vpy=192&dur=1863&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=102&ty=176&oei=uXVHTf2ZJ4GWsgOC6_DiAQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0

Kummel Report 1940

Hitler, through Goebbels his propaganda minister,
commissioned an inventory of EVERY work of art in the
Western World that rightly belonged to Germany. This included
artwork taken from Germany since 1950 and all works of art by
German and Austrian artists. (Monuments Men)


http://www.jewishpost.com/archives/news/stolen-art.html




Viet Stoss Altarpiece ... Polish National Treasure



http://www.sacred-destinations.com/poland/krakow-st-marys-church.htm

Bruges Madonna by
Michelangelo taken in 1944



http://www.bluffton.edu/%7Esullivanm/belgium/bruges/michelangelo/madonna.html
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic-art/380873/94394/Chartres-Cathedral-Chartres-France-completed-mid-13th-century

The Night Watch by Rembrandt
rolled and hidden



http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/rembrandt/1640/night-watch/

Mona Lisa b
Leonardo da Vinci

hidden



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mona_Lisa_depth.jpg

Raft of the Medusa by Gericault (hidden)




Birthplace for First German Reich
First German city threatened by Allied troops
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The Astronomer

by Vermeer stolen

from Rothschild's

Paris mansion in
1940s

An interesting "logic" of seizure
of collections was developed by
the Germans. First, art
belonging to Jewish collections
could be seized and looted.
Thus, Vermeer's, The
Astronomer, probably the most
famous individual piece of looted
art, moved from the Rothschild
collection to Hitler's personal
inventory (Jewishpost.com).



http://www.essentialvermeer.com/catalogue_xxl/xxl_astronomer.html
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Ghent Altarpiece (aka The Adoration of the Mystic

Lamb) by Jan van EycK. Belgium's most beloved art treasure


http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/ghentopn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/&usg=__tkArysVTrZAEDFu-bkJp8gLMqL8=&h=771&w=1083&sz=218&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=P4Ij7nc17zWFbM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=173&ei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dghent%2Baltarpiece%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=131&vpy=122&dur=484&hovh=175&hovw=246&tx=132&ty=104&oei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/ghentopn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/&usg=__tkArysVTrZAEDFu-bkJp8gLMqL8=&h=771&w=1083&sz=218&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=P4Ij7nc17zWFbM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=173&ei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dghent%2Baltarpiece%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=131&vpy=122&dur=484&hovh=175&hovw=246&tx=132&ty=104&oei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quedlinburg_Itala_fragment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quedlinburg_Itala_fragment

